one makes a most amazing suggestion, which Maximilian appears to take quite seriously. If peace cannot be obtained by fighting, why not try a peaceful alliance, and sacrifice one of the granddaughters of the King of the Romans as a bride for this unconquerable brigand prince ? It was the Princess Isabelle, the second daughter of Philippe of Castile and his wife Juana, then barely nine years old, who appears to have been selected. A great deal of correspondence followed on the subject, and there were most complicated negotiations ; for neither side had any confidence in the other.
These were some of the conditions. Isabelle being a minor, the betrothal was to be only by word of mouth. If it were broken off after this, the forfeit was to be a fine of 200,000 gold florins of the Rhine. The young bride was to be taken under strong escort to Bois-le-duc, where she was to be received by the deputies of the States of Guelders, as " dame heritiere du pays." After this ceremony the Princess was to return to the care of her aunt, the Regent of the Netherlands, until she should attain the age of sixteen, when the marriage would be carried out. Then follows a long list of the fortresses to be given up on each side, and all kinds of minute details as to the pension Charles of Guelders is to receive, and, amongst other things, how the duchy of Guelders and the county of Zutphen are to revert to Maximilian if Isabelle dies without leaving a male heir.
But it is needless to enumerate all the clauses of the treaty, as, after lingering on for months, the whole matter was abruptly broken off before the end of the 9»,                                                              feff                                              m
